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Why Would I Want to Publish?
For undergraduate students who are considering pursuing master’s or Ph.D. degrees, publishing is impressive
for graduate school applications and is also an essential skill to develop in academia. An undergraduate
research journal is a great start for your first publication.

What is Explorations?
Explorations is an online journal of Undergraduate Research, published by the Office of the Vice Provost
Undergraduate Studies. The journal only publishes essays submitted by UC Davis undergraduate students.
Manuscript submissions to the journal are open to all disciplines (arts and humanities, social sciences,
biological sciences, physical sciences and engineering).

How Do I Submit My Paper?
Submit one hard copy of your double-spaced manuscript, including a100-150 word abstract, and the signed
faculty release form to the URCenter front desk. Then email an electronic copy to urc@ucdavis.edu. The text
of essays should be in MSWord or rtf (rich text format). For any non-text elements (graphics, formulas,
equations, etc.) be sure to: 1) note exactly where in the text each element should appear, and 2) attach one
image file(.gif, .png or .jpeg), clearly named for easy identification, for each element. Pages should be
numbered. Author’s name should appear on the title page only. Name(s) and dept. affiliation(s) of author’s
faculty sponsor(s) should also be included. Citations and bibliographies should conform to the style
appropriate to the academic discipline; please be sure that you have supplied complete bibliographic
information. Complete theses maybe submitted, but are usually condensed and edited to satisfy the
requirements of a professional journal; upon acceptance, theses will be returned to authors with suggestions
for the initial editing. Authors must be available via phone or email until the end of the calendar year to
consult with editors, revise essays under editorial guidance and double-check sources.

The deadline for submission is Tuesday, May 31, 2011
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Release Form

I have carefully reviewed this paper. In my professional opinion, it represents

the high quality of undergraduate research at UC Davis in my field or discipline.

I recommend it for publication in Explorations, The UC Davis Undergraduate

Research Journal.

To my knowledge, it has not been published elsewhere.

Faculty Sponsor’s Name (print): _____________________________________

Faculty Sponsor’s Signature: _______________________________________       

Date: ___________________________

Please have your faculty sponsor sign the release form below and 

turn it in with one hard copy of your manuscript.

02-01-11

What is the Review Process? 
The paper is read by the Explorations Journal Editor and one member of the faculty in the student’s home
department.

How am I Notified if My Essay is Accepted?
You will be notified by the Editor during the summer. If accepted, you are expected to provide both a
current email address and phone number so that the Editor can contact you during the publication phase
for questions or clarification of your material. When the journal is published, each author will receive five
copies of the journal folio.

Where Do I Submit My Paper?
Submit one hard copy of your double spaced manuscript, including a 100-150 word abstract, and the
signed faculty release form to the Undergraduate Research Center, Surge IV, Suite 409.
Then email an electronic copy to urc@ucdavis.edu

For more information contact Tammy Hoyer, Senior Program Manager, Undergraduate Research Center at
tahoyer@ucdavis.edu or (530)752-3390.
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